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is located and corrected, the mouth-seeking will
usually disappear of itself.

If a parent is not willing to accept the teacher's
word that thumb-sucking will not produce maloc-
clusion, or disfigurement of the mouth, or if she
herself is doubtful, she should consult the latest
studies on the subject. Only when thumb-sucking
and these other mouth-seeking habits persist over
a period of years beyond babyhood need we feel
anxiety about them, anxiety, that is, over their dis-
figuring effects. We are always anxious to find
their cause and have done with them, partly be-
cause of their effect upon a child's dignity and
social presence, but chiefly because of the inner
stress of mind which should be relieved.

INCONTINENCE

More disturbing by far to social status and the
personal dignity of a child than mouth-seeking
habits is lack of bladder control. Aside from habit-
ual diuresis (daytime incontinence) which requires
the same careful investigation into causes as other
conduct difficulties require, there is the unex-
pected "accident" to otherwise well-regulated chil-
dren* The strangeness and confusion of the first
clay at school are quite disorganizing to a nervous